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despatched a magnificient fleet containing 100,000 men and started
in person with 150,000 soldiers. The huge army reached the soil
of Champa in safety (1471). Tra-Toan sent his younger brother
with 5,000 men on elephants to surprise the enemy camp. But the
small force was hemmed round on all sides and practically cut off by
the enemy.
Tra-Toan was very much alarmed at the news of this disaster
and sent a member of his family to the emperor, to offer submission.
But the latter continued to advance, seized Sri Vini, and at last
invested the capital city Vijaya. The city was taken by assault
without much difficulty. 60,000 Chams were put to the sword, and
30,000 made prisoners. The king and fifty members ^pf the royal
family fell into the hands of the conqueror. Tra-Toan did not long
survive the disgrace and died in a ship on his way to Annam.
Meanwhile a Cham general Bo Tri Tri collected the remnants
of the army and took refuge in Panduranga. There he proclaimed
himself king and sent an ambassador to .offer the oath of allegiance
and tribute to Thanh Ton who accepted them. The mountains
which separate the present provinces of Phu Yen and Khanh-Hoa
and terminate in cape Varella henceforth formed the boundary
between Annam and Champa. A boundary stone marked the limit.
Thus not only the whole of Amaravati, which was once ceded
in 1402, but retaken by the Chams again in 1407, but also the whole
of the province of Vijaya passed into the hands of the Annamites.
The kingdom of Champa, which now consisted only of Kauthara and
Panduranga, was thus reduced to nearly one-fifth of what it was
even in the days of Che Bong Nga. Even the small territory that
remained (viz. the modem districts of Khan Hoa and Binh Thuan)
was absolutely at the mercy of the powerful Annamites.
But old prestige dies hard. The petty Cham chiefs of the
south still bore the proud name of the king of Champa, and the
Chinese emperor not only ivested them as such, but even called upon
the Annamites to restore the provinces of Vijaya and Amaravati to
them. Three kings received formal investiture in this way from the
Chinese court. The first, Chai-Ya-Ma-Pu-Ngan, said to be the nephew
of a former king, died in 1478. He was probably killed by his
brother Ku Lai who succeeded him and ruled from 1478 to 1505 A.D.
His son and successor Cha-Ku-Pu-Lo received formal investiture
from the Chinese court in 1509 AJX, and sent -an ambassador to
China in 1543 A.D. This was the last embassy from the king of
Champa to the Chinese court.
The king had a tragic end. Taking advantage of some troubles
among the Annamites he made a last desperate effort to free himself
from the Annamite yoke. But he was defeated and confined in